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Commercial sexual exploitation of
children (CSEC) is both a form of
child sexual abuse and human
trafficking.

It is when someone is able to
sexually exploit a child in exchange
for something of value. This
exchange can be made (or promised)
to the child or another person. It
can be money or something else of
value, like shelter and food.

So, why does it happen?

CSEC is a business that can make a
lot of money. Unlike a product, a
child can be sold again and again for
a long time.

It also has a network of partners
who benefit from participating.
This can include monetary or non-
monetary gains. For example, in
exchange for not reporting, a hotel
staff can sexually exploit the child.

Below is a general model of the
CSEC business network and some
common enablers:

TRAFFICKER
(business owner)

3rd'PARTY:

ENABLIEERS

(hotel staff,
transporters)

“BOTTOM/
*ENFORCER
(employees)

*Bottom: an exploited
child who may also
recruit other children
and fill in when the
trafficker is away

CHILD(REN)
(products)

*Enforcer: someone
who physically abuses
the child as directed by
the trafficker

BUYERS

(customers)

Note: one party may play several roles

CSEC can happen through the
general ways listed below:

Family facilitated: when someone
in the family allows another
person to take advantage of a child
sexually in exchange for
something of value

Gang facilitated: when the child is
taken advantage of sexually as
initiation and/or to bring money
in for the gang

Buyer facilitated: when there are
people who will pay to take

advantage of children sexually
o There does not need to be a trafficker in
these situations. Children may engage
in sex acts in exchange for money
and/or basic needs.

Trafficker facilitated: when there
is someone who sells the child for
sex acts to earn money or
something of value

Technology facilitated: when the
child is taken advantage of
sexually through technology, such
as text messaging or social media




